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Creating a search strategy in databases

The phrase search for information, as it was first used in 1957, in England

was synonymous with the research of scientific literature, and was defined as the

search process in a collection of documents (the term document being accepted in

the broadest sense) for identify those that deal with a particular topic or answer a

specific question; Consequently, any system designed to facilitate this activity can be

called a retrieval system.

Retrieving information is not a purely computer-related activity. Its principles

applied long before computers were invented, and today, sometimes, this activity

takes place without their assistance. Searching for a printed index, a traditional

catalog, or an encyclopedia can be considered older technologies of the same

activity.





An information retrieval system

is a system built to store information

to be searched, found, processed and 
disseminated

The phrase "retrieving information" is currently used to describe the process of

searching and identifying information that has certain attributes in a database, computer

assisted process, and deployed in an interactive way. Since initially the database files

contained descriptive records of text documents, by the 1990s, the central issue of the

information retrieval process was that of how the documents were represented to be

retrieved (respectively indexing and controlled vocabulary).

 search fields,

keywords,

treasures , 

filter, 

logical operators,
results management



DATA BASES - Systems to manage data and whose purpose is to record and store

information.

The process of selective searching information in a database involves two

approaches:

a) A starting point is the user or potential user of the information, ie a person

who needs information and who uses an information retrieval system to meet this

need.

b) At the other end, an organization, the database builder, for example, who

decides to collect, organize, and store information for later retrieval.

Information is searched in two main ways

 basic / simple search

 advanced search





Search criteria
Limits / Filters:

Age

Type of publication

Data

With summaries

Language 

Geographic location

Authors affiliations

Database subsets



Boolean operators
In this search we can use the logical operators elaborated by Gheorghe Boole in the middle

of the 19th century. They are used for a more operative access.

And, or, not

 And – for example. The article ,,animals and forest" is looking for results that contain
information about one and the other.

 Or – „college or university” we are looking for one of these words.

 Not – to exclude records containing certain words from your search.

Ex. Television not cable – will display the TV information and not

about the cable.

When we do not know the proper spelling of the word, we use the asterisk (*), e.g. :

Ex. Comp * - will give us all possible results for the computer word



Example – „college or university”
we are searching for one of these words 

Ex.college or university





SpringerLink

It is one of the most used electronic resources of scientific

documents, with multidisciplinary coverage and one of the world

leaders in online books and journals services.

 Scientific Documents over 9 milion

 More than 2 000 journals, of which 1 493 titles are ISI ranked

 Access to article 5 698 219, they put online first before it 

appears in print 

 Chapters: 3 630 540

 Reference editions: 495 587

 Protocols: 41 896

 Access to overs 4 000 e-boks published in 2015-2016 years



The database is accessed from the Scientific Library website

http://libruniv.usarb.md - the icon is at the right side of the page from any

computer connected to the University's network, because access is based

on IP address.

Access is offered to an unlimited number of users. 



Home Page

Search / browse by 

document type: journals, 

articles / Books, chapters / 

Series / Protocols / Reference 

works

Search / browse thematic 

collections, disciplines, 

subdisciplines

Simple search - by 

keywords, author, title, 

publication date, issue / 

volume number

Advanced search



Business and

Management

Browse by thematic collections / disciplines

Click on the theme chosen to view the search results page



Search results

Total 

books



Total journals



Result list - simple search  

Remove the label from the 

yellow field(Include Preview -

Only content - Include only 

content preview), to view full-

text editions



Result list - simple search

Select 

publication 

date

Refine Search -

select works by 

content 

(articles, 

chapters, books, 

magazines, 

reference 

editions, 

protocols), 

disciplines, 

subdisciplines, 

language



Simple Search 

Refine 

search

Selecte 

journals

Open Access 

Edition



Refining / filtering results

Selectarea 

revistei

Subdiscipline

s

Journals



Information about journals

Brief description of the 

journal 

Latest articles

Navigate to to the 

journal numbers

Informaion about 

journal



Navigating through the contents of the journal

Viewing volumes 

/ numbers of the 

journal

Search by 

number, opening 

number



Viewing or downloading items

View articles 

in HTML

Download 

articles in 

PDF



View articles

Article in HTML format Article in PDF format



Distribution /Share on Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin



Export references

in EndNote

in Mendeley

in Zotero



Advanced search

All the words

Exact phrase

without the words

contains the title

Where the author /editor is

Show documents published



Practical work

Exercise 1
Make a simple search

1. Find the subject Moldova University

2. Use Boolean operators  Moldova and University

3. Find Moldova University

4. Remove the label from the yellow box (include Preview - Оnly content 

- include content preview only) to view full-text works



5. Refine Search - select works by content (articles, chapters, books, 

journals, reference works, protocols), disciplines, sub-disciplines, 

language

6. Select Publication Date – Enter date  from 2010 to 2016 in the Date 

Published field

7. Evaluate search results by the number of relevant and irrelevant 

documents

8. View or download items - HTML, PDF, send to social networks



Exercise 2 

Browse by collections / disciplines

1. In disciplines - open the Economics collection - Find papers on the 
topic (key word) employment Moldova

2. Remove the label from the yellow box (Include Preview Only content) to 
view full-text works

3. Refine Search - select works by content (articles, chapters, books, 
journals, reference works, protocols), disciplines, subdisciplines, 
language

4. Select Publication Date – Enter date  from 2010 to 2016 in the Date 
Published field

5. Evaluate search results by the number of relevant and irrelevant 
documents

6. View or download items - HTML, PDF, send to social networks



Exercise 3

1. In Disciplines - Open Engineering Collection - Civil Engineering sub-
collection - Find works - introduce Moldova

2. Remove the label from the yellow box (Include Preview Only content) to 

view full-text works

3. Refine Search - select works by content  (articles, chapters, books, 

journals, reference works, protocols), disciplines, subdisciplines, language

4. Select Publication Date – Enter date  from 2014 to 2016 in the Date 

Published field

5. Evaluate search results by the number of relevant and irrelevant 

documents

6. View or download items - HTML, PDF, send to social networks



Exercise 4

Advanced search 
1. In the "with all of the words"

(all words) introduce - drinking water monitoring

2. In the "where the title contains" section, introduce - drinking water

3. Select Date - Introduce the date from 2012 until 2016 in the "Show documents 
published"(Display date of publication of the document)

4. Make a simple search drinking water monitoring. 

5. Select Publication Date – Enter date  from 2010 to 2016 in the Date 
Published field

6. Appreciate Advanced Search and Search by the number of relevant and 
irrelevant documents.



EBSCO Databases





EBSCO databases are accessed via the icon in the top-right corner of the Scientific Library 

web page

:http://libruniv.usarb.md. 

http://search.ebscohost.com/

http://libruniv.usarb.md/
http://search.ebscohost.com/


The language in which the interface is available can be changed, 

depending on your preference, choosing the desired language in the
"Language field”

Language



Access is only available in USARB spaces 

Accessing the EBSCO database



Selection of databases



Search criteria

After the title 
of the article

After thet 
title of 

periodical 
publication

After the root 
of the word 
introduced

With logic 
operators

logici

Year of 
publication of 

journal, 
newspaper

By number



The automatic translator translates more than 30 
languages

HTML format translation



Saving the document

Adăugare în Folder

Salvare



Export management

Export




